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Rev. Adam Bridgman 
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Sunday Services 
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9:45am 

 

Messiah Lutheran 
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1101 Neosho St 
Emporia, KS 

66801 
620-342-8181 

 

 A Time for Everything: 

 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
  under the heavens: 
 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time 
 to uproot, 
        -Ecclesiastes 3:2 

My brothers and sisters from Messiah, we go from the heat of    

summer into the fall! With cooler weather (hopefully) we have 

change in schedule here. School is in session again, and the          

activities here at Messiah are picking up. There is a time for        

everything under Heaven, and God will continue to work hard here 

at Messiah, as we begin LOGOS, confirmation, and look forward to 

our Harvest Home Celebration. We look forward to Advent and 

Christmas as well, with Reformation celebration before all that. This 

season of more busy times for many, is a great gift and a great      

opportunity for us all to gather more than just on Sunday mornings! 

This will my first Fall with all of you, and I am looking forward to 

whatever God brings for us all in this new season. We have lost 

many saints here at Messiah I the eight months I have been here, but 

I know are at home with our Lord. God Bless us all to remember the 

Jesus in whose name we all gather in whatever season it is! 

 

God’s Peace and Blessing Be with Us All! 

   Pastor Adam Bridgman 
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A reminder to the congregation…  
There is a sign up sheet for flowers if you have a special occasion that you 

would like to donate flowers, please sign up under the corresponding dates. 

Harvest Home News 

Our annual Harvest Home festival is Saturday, November 21st. Doors will be opened from 8:00am-
12:00pm. We will begin to serve breakfast at 8:00 and will have the silent auction and raffle, flea 
market, famous jams and jellies, homemade noodles, pies, baked goods and candies. 

Our beneficiaries this year are the Orphan Grain Train, Shiloh House, and the Emporia Senior Center. 

Noodle making at the church will begin on Thursday, October 1st at 9:00am and continue through-
out October on Thursday mornings. Come join the fun and learn how to make our noodles! 

We are looking for someone to oversee the silent auction booth during the festival. Contact Kary 
Johnson for details. 

Attention Bakers and Candy Makers- 

There will be sign up sheets in the fellowship hall in October for workers 
needed and for baked goods you would like to bring. If you price the items, 
please price a dollar amount only—no cents. Contact Kristen Way for       
questions 620-340-5353. 

Workers will be needed for the breakfast counter. Sign up sheets will soon be 
available with more information. 

Thank you for your generous donations to the mite box on the 

3rd Sunday of each month. With your generous donations the   

following Mission Grants have been FULLY FUNDED. Thank you 

and please continue your support for additional grants. 

1. Regional Disaster Response LERT Shower Trailers—LCMS Office of National Mission, Disaster      

Response Ministry, U.S.—$81,500 

2. Help for Ukraine’s Orphans and Displaced Person—Orphan Grain Train, Europe—$100,000 

3. The Perpetual Call for Pastors and Teachers—LCMS Office of Pastoral Education, U.S.—$100,000 

4. Building a Place of Care—Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, North Dakota—$60,000 

5. Not Alone: Gospel Help for Families in Crisis—Lutheran Family Service, Iowa—$92,500 

6. The Teaching of Lutheran Pastors in West Africa—Sierra Leone and Liberia—Project: Pastoral Edu-

cation West Africa—$86,000 

7. Mobilizing After School Care for Teens—Our Place After School Care Inc., Hastings, NE—$69,500 

8. Mercy Triumphs: LCMS Prison Ministry—LCMS Office of National Mission, U.S.—$84,500 

9. Teaching Christ to the Physically Handicapped—Lutheran High School of Greater New Orleans,    

Louisiana—$12,000 

10. Increasing Access to Lutheran Counseling Services—Concordia Counseling: A Lutheran Outreach 

Ministry, Inc. Indiana—$100,000 
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LOGOS 
Wednesdays: Starts at 5:45pm 

 

September 30th:  Games 
 Pizza, salad, grapes, pudding cups 

October 7:  Fall 
 Sloppy Joes, French fries, green beans, apple sauce, brownies 

October 14:  Music 

 Chicken Nuggets, mac & cheese, green beans, cuties, ice cream cups 

October 21: Fall Break—No Logos 

October 28: The Great Pumpkin 

 Hamburger stroganoff, corn, apple sauce, garlic bread, jello 

November 4:   Team Work (wear your favorite team t-shirt) 

 Crispitoes, chips & queso, bananas, chocolate chip cookies 

November 11:  Veteran’s Night (wear red, white, and blue) 

 Ham, cheesy potatoes, green beans, rolls, apple crisp 

November 18:  We Gather Together in Thanks (canned food drive) 

 Turkey, mashed potatoes, corn, pumpkin bars 

November 25:  Thanksgiving—No Logos 

December 2:  Advent Service—Hanging of the Greens 

 Chicken & noodles, crackers, carrot sticks/ranch, peaches, cinnamon rolls 

December 9:  Angels 

 Spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, garlic bread, brownie a la mode 

December 16:  Birthday Night 

 Sandwich night—meat & cheese tray, peanut butter, chips, peaches, cupcakes 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 5:00pm-7:00pm  

Join us for fun in the church’s south parking lot. Decorate your trunk or 

vehicle with a fun and spooky theme, and hand out treats to the   

neighborhood kids! 
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Listen to the Lutheran Hour every 

Sunday morning at  10:00 am on 

96.1FM or 580AM 

September 20 
“High Bar to Clay Jar” 
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Matthew 20:16) 
 
September 27 
"Teachable"  
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Matthew 21:31 
 
October 4 
"Embrace Life”  
Rev. Germán Novelli Olivero  
(John 10:10-11) 
 
October 11 
"Covered”  
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Matthew 22:11-12) 
 
October 18 
"The Heart of the Matter”  
Pastor Ryan Tinetti  
(Matthew 22:15-22 
 
October 25 
"Relief” 
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Romans 3:23-24) 

  Sundays:   
*9:45am Women’s study led by   
 Jennifer Esau 

*9:45am Men’s study led by       
 Keith Shaver 

  Tuesdays:   

* Meets the first Tuesday of each 

               month at 5:30pm in the Youth House. 

  Wednesdays:   

*Meets in the Fellowship Hall at noon. Led by Brenda Mawdsley 
 *Ladies study meets at 6:30 p.m. led by Melissa McCormick. 
 *Men’s study meets at 6:30 p.m. led by Scott Powers. 

  Thursdays:   
*Group meets in the fellowship hall at 8:00 a.m. (Group Led) 

Would you like to help reduce Messiah’s costs?  

By receiving Messiah’s monthly newsletter by email rather than paper mail, you’re helping 
to reduce our printing and mailing costs each month. If you’re interested in our 

E-Newsletter, please contact the church office @ 620-342-8181. 

 

Executive Board– Wednesday,   
            Oct 7 @ 11:00am 

Ruth Circle— Wednesday, Oct 7  
             @ 1:30pm 

Dorcas Circle— Thursday, Oct 15 
            @ 1:30pm 
  

Quilt Ministry 
LWML quilt ministry is looking for volunteers.  On Tuesday morn-
ings from 9:00am to 11:00am a few ladies join together to assem-
ble the quilts. Questions? Beth Hanschu will be glad to get you 
started. Email: bethhanschu1951@yahoo.com and cell phone: 
620-794-0939 

The 3rd weekend of September & October our LWML will be  

gathering mites to support missions around the world.   

Bring your loose change and watch the Gospel grow. 

https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=21
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=21
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=21
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=21
mailto:bethhanschu1951@yahoo.com
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**UNOFFICIAL PENDING CHURCH COUNCIL APPROVAL** 
 

Congregational Assembly 

Growing God’s People through Worship and Service  

August 9th, 2026, 11:45 a.m. 

Present:  33 members of the congregation present.  

Call to order was made at 12:00 a.m. by Grant Riles 

Opening: by Pastor Bridgman with prayer. 

Minutes: Amy Rhoads moved to accept the November 16th, 2025 Congregational Assembly meeting minutes 
and two special congregational meetings on April 19th and May 10th, 2026. Bryce Heitman seconded it. Mo-
tion carried.  

 

Ministry Support Team – Terry Rhoads &Alice Elkins 

Property Management - Carpet in Narthex was replaced.  Heating and Air units in the Fellowship Hall were 
replaced. Closures to the Sanctuary doors were repaired. Kitchen and Fellowship Hall windows were re-
placed. Sewer line to the Youth House was fixed. AC in the Youth House was repaired. Got bids on AC replace-
ment for Sanctuary as it is no longer able to be repaired. 

Financial Resources 

  Thrivent: Scholarship       $74,659.54 

  Thrivent: Endowment      $79,180.33 

  LCEF: Scholarship                $20,000.00 

 Total as of 6/30/26       $153,839.87 
 

Outreach Growth Team – Amy Rhoads 

Community Outreach-Prepared and served a meal for Radical Life. Set up Meal Trains and/or Love Offerings 
for church members in need. Loving Hands continues to be a strong service to the foster care community. 

Social Concerns –No Report 

Missions – No report 
 

Spiritual Life Team – Joe Hadicke 

Elders: Worked on the planning and carrying out the Installation Service for Pastor Bridgman. Also, working 
with Pastor on his transition to Messiah.  Worked with the Altar Committee on replacement of our broken 
and damaged communion ware. Several of the Elders participated in small group bible studies for Lent.  Set 
up a policy for members of the congregation to do scripture readings during Sunday services and had the pol-
icy printed in weekly take home bulletin.  Working with Pastor to get started with Sunday messages on our 
radio spot with The Wave radio station that coincides with The Lutheran Hour. Extended a call to Don Bauck 
to come on as an Elder, which he accepted.  Worked on researching and presenting organ replacement to the 
Church Council and eventually the congregation at Special Congregational Assembly. 

Worship Ministry: No Report 
 

Adult and Family Life Team- Melissa McCormick- No Reports 

Adult Ministry 

Family Life Ministry 

Spiritual Resources 

Lutheran Student Organization 
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**UNOFFICIAL PENDING CHURCH COUNCIL APPROVAL** 
Children and Youth Education Team – Jackie Koch 

Sunday School: 

Summer Sunday School is coming to a close (last day August 9th). 

10 to 14 children each Sunday 

Kids enjoyed interviewing adults and getting to know them. 

Break during August - start September 9th 

Fall Curriculum ordered 

Blessing of the Backpacks August 16th 

Keychains with a wooden cross given for each backpack 

Bibles and Catechisms handed out Sept 13th 

Kindergarten The Story Bible 

3rd grade Faith Alive Student Bible 

Since 4th graders got a different Bible last year, they will also be given Faith Alive Student Bibles so all have the 
same Bible. 

We want to really focus on teaching this age group how to “use” their Bibles 

Book tabs will be placed in their Bibles. 

Sixth grade will get the Enduring Faith spiral bound Catechisms and study books. 

Pastor volunteered to write a little note in each Bible with a Bible verse to personalize it. 

LOGOS:  

We will start LOGOS September 9th. Last-minute staffing is almost complete.  

The church will once again ask for donations to cover the cost of the meals for the kids. Parents will be Invited 
to eat with us. 

Students through 4th grade have lessons with station time included. Revolving stations through the month 
with crafts, service, music, and recreation each once a month. These last twenty minutes per group.  

VBS:  

Another very successful year with 35 to 40 kids each evening. 

Many wonderful helpers 

Next year’s theme: Crave 

Educational Team Visit with Heather McCormick: 

Representatives from Sunday school and LOGOS (Brenda Mawdsley, Megan Powers, Brenda Taylor, Ashley 
Mawdsley, Jenna Redeker, and Jackie Koch) visited Faith Lutheran Church in Topeka on July 21st. 

Toured the church’s educational rooms, getting ideas as we toured  

Heather coordinates all family and youth activities.  

Wednesday evening program is called WOW!. Start off with a meal that parents must attend with their       
children from 5:15 to 6:00  Food is paid for with free-will offerings. Classes follow from 6:00 to 7:30.  

Sunday school teachers asked to sign up in twos for two months the first semester and two months the      
second semester. They are to be there every week. Same children usually are in both WOW and Sunday 
school. 

Jr & Sr Highs each have one activity per month. Trivia night, Pumpkin Patch, Zoo Night -reserve building at zoo 

Calendar is planned and sent out in January for the year. 

Key to success of the youth groups is that the senior pastor is involved. 

Each group goes to a summer camp.  

Our Educational Team is strongly suggesting the addition of a Director of Children’s Education, as volunteers 
do not have the time to coordinate programs that will get our youth involved the way we want them to 
be. 
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**UNOFFICIAL PENDING CHURCH COUNCIL APPROVAL** 
Youth Faith Growth Team – Cindy Hadicke  

Youth Ministry: The Youth held the Annual Poinsettia Fundraiser in December; we sold 45, and $487.45 was 
raised for Youth Programs.  

The Annual Youth Easter Breakfast was held on Easter Sunday. The youth raised $871 for Youth Programs. 

Jr. COOL Kids -  

High School - Youth Gathering, San Antonio, Texas, July 3-7, 2028 - WE NEED ADULT SPONSORS. There is a 
leader training July 13-17, 2027 for those adults attending Youth Gathering.  

There is interest in High School Youth Programming continuing year-round as a mid-week service. We need a 
volunteer to take this on after LOGOs concludes in the spring of 2027.  

Scholarships: On May 31, 2026, Messiah Lutheran offered six youth $500 scholarships for post-secondary ed-
ucation. The total award was $3,000. 

Marielle Neff, Flint Hills Technical 

Kinsley Hines, Emporia State University  

Ava Karcher, Kansas State University 

Samanah Pankratz, Emporia State University  

Sadie Rathman, Baker University  

Sophia Rathman Pauls, University of Missouri Kansas City, School of Dentistry 
 

Treasurer- Susan Menke 

General Checking 

Beginning Balance 7/1/2026                $42,163.03 

Revenue                                                                +40,891.17 

Expenses                                                                -40,893.12 

Journals (EFTs & transfers to/from savings)            -29.22 

Ending Balance 7/31/2026                  $42,131.86 

Dedicated Savings 

Beginning Balance 7/1/2026             $641,238.84 

Receipts                $245.08 

Expenses                                         -$0.00 

Ending Balance 7/31/2026            $641,483.92 
 

 Pastor Report-Adam Bridgman 

Continuing to focus on homebound and hospital visits with members. Also want to continue spiritual support 
for the families that have had recent deaths. Plans to call the Lutheran Hour to start this ministry up and go-
ing again.  
 

Committee Reports: 

Loving Hands: No Report  

Health & Wellness: AED machines are being checked regularly. 

Long Range Planning: No Report 

Harvest Home: Harvest Home is November 21st at the Anderson Building. 

• Our next meeting will be August 13 at 5:15 in the fellowship hall. 

• Harvest Home committee agreed to purchase 30 chairs for the fellowship hall. 

• Harvest Home Level Up teams have been busy with fundraising. The next fundraiser will be August 16th 
with a breakfast and luncheon. The quilting ladies also plan to raffle a quilt. 

Next Ally sale is Friday, Sept 11th 12-6 pm. 
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**UNOFFICIAL PENDING CHURCH COUNCIL APPROVAL** 

Membership Changes: 

Baptism- 

Athena Jean Campos (Alison Spain Campos) (02/01/26)  Gunner Roberts (4/12/26)  

Barrett Cole Wacker (3/22/26) 

Deaths- 

Lloyd Davidson (8/2/25)    Sandy Graham (4/23/26) 

Orinne Schumann (9/02/2025)   Kent Schnakenberg (6/11/26) 

Donald Hines (9/18/2025)    Jan Utech (6/21/26) 

Sandy Schroeder (12/10/25)     Royce Reser (7/9/26) 

Gene Whitson (12/25/25)     Mildred “Millie” Schnakenberg (7/19/26)     

Gregory Scott Campbell (3/26/26)    Sharon Mikulecky (6/07/26) 

Larry Stonie Birk (4/17/26) 

Request for Release- 

Kathy Cisneros (9/30/25) Faith Lutheran in Topeka, KS 

New Members / Transfers in- 

Wendy Wells (9/25/25)    Diane Grider - Faith Lutheran (Emporia) 
 

Old Business: No Old Business 

New Business: 

Election of officers 

Nominees: 

 Secretary -Sheila Duncan (3rd term) 

 Ministry Support- Terry Rhoads/Alice Elkins (3rd term) 

 Spiritual Life- Open Chair 

 Children & Youth Christian Growth- Jackie Koch (2nd term)  

 Youth Faith- Open Chair 

 Adult & Family- Melissa McCormick (2nd term) 

Sandy Lahr moved to approve the slated officer changes for the upcoming term. Beth Hanschu seconded it.     
Motion carried. 

Changes in membership. Sharon Mikulecky was added to the deaths. Ken Taylor moved to accept the             
membership changes. Dustin Lantow seconded it. Motion carried. 

 

Open Discussion:  

To update the First Aid to include a tourniquet. Terry Rhoads said he would look into getting what is needed 

Would like to see the church Constitution and Bylaws brought up to date. This is a currant order of business of the 
church council.  

Would like to see a new Church Directory published. Melissa McCormick has started the process of looking into 
this. 

 

Announcements: 

August 16th Harvest Home breakfast and luncheon 

Next Congregational Assembly meeting will be Sunday November 8th, 2026. Time of assembly is yet to be           
determined. 

Beth Hanschu motioned to adjourn, Linda Morgan seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 12:26 p.m. 
 

Sheila Duncan 

Secretary 
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1st William Krueger 

 Wes Matson 

 Craig Menke 

 Linda Meyer 

 Amy Rhoads 

 Donald Ritchie 

3rd Brad Davis 

 Malloree Davis 

 Max Kelly 

4th Nick Henry 

 Judy Schemm 

5th Myles Boucher 

 Jenna Conley 

 Mason Esch 

 Jocelyn Floyd 

 Mia Kitselman 

 Andyn Perez 

 Justine Witherspoon 

6th Richard Smith 

7th Brayden Bowen 

 Hunter Hines 

 Harper Richard 

10th Tim & Julia Wacker 

12th Daniel & Aubrey Foye 

 Travis & Angela Richard 

14th Casey & Amy Christensen 

18th Warren & Vickie Price 

19th Robert & Rita Miller 

21st Taylor & Regan Botkin 

 Robert & Brandi Turner 

 Jay & Sharon Williams 

16th Lauri Barnhart 

 Larry Jackson 

17th Marley Rankin 

18th Daniel Foye 

 Colton Schumann 

 Janice Smith 

19th Jared Hanschu 

 Andrew Laib 

 Daxton Morris 

 Jarrett Praytor 

 Berklee Stephens 

 Harper Stevens 

20th Joseph Krueger 

21st Jeff Lahr 

 Jamie Williams 

22nd Diana Hizar 

23rd Walker Metcalf 

 Zachary Warnick 

 Elaine Whiteneck 

24th Beth Hanschu 

 Ashlyn Keighley 

 Sara Pearson 

 Sheryl Wiemers 

25th Penny Mains 

8th Cierra Cisneros 

 Chuck Delong 

 Jerry Rediker 

 Ernest Schade 

 Jenni Wells 

9th Tyler Bernhardt 

 Daylor Hensley 

 Alex Menke 

 Beau Reynolds 

 Sophia Seeley 

10th Kimberly Britain 

 Kinsey Martin 

11th Kyla Herfkens 

 Patrick Onek 

12th Kori Anderson 

 Ryenn Herfkens 

13th Alex Conley 

 Malakai Cotton 

 Riley Fritch 

 Matt Johnson 

 Brooklyn Theas 

14th Brandon Reynolds 

 Emma Theel 

15th Brecklyn Damman 

 Leanna Rust 

22nd Brad & Debbie Davis 

24th Mark & Justine  
 Witherspoon 

25th Dagan & Jenna Morris 

27th James & Eva Hannigan 

 Lucas & Holly Sims 

 Don & Linda Thomsen 

 

25th Lindsay Stephens 

 Tim Wacker 

26th Collin Briggeman 

 Melissa Carson 

 Richard Nichols 

 Sara Wells 

27th Kirsten Patton 

 Linda Sadowski 

28th Caleb Carson 

 Brooklyn Edwards 

 Eileen Jenek 

 Seth Morey 

 Vici Smith 

29th Cory Haag 

 Ron Meldrum 

 Cynthia Smith 

1st Jim & Karen Belford 

 Grant & Jamie Charpentier 

 Jeff & Debbie Illk 

 Brady & Lyndsay Stephens 

3rd Brian & Mariah Williamson 

8th Zach & Laci Hansen 
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1st Grant Carson 

 Alex Jenkins 

 Ava Jenkins 

 David Krause 

 Ashley Storrer 

2nd Brad Demler 

 CaLee Hoyt 

 Patti Sporing 

 Shelly Vogts 

 Sadie Weidner 

3rd Olivia DeLong 

 Marian Gilmore 

 Kassidy Krueger 

 John Metcalf 

 Rodari Newman 

4th Sheila Duncan 

 Kim Parks 

 Ashley Sherrill 

6th Derek Gifford 

 Shirley Smith 

10th Paul & Brittany Weakley 

10th Nick & Whitney Hensley 

 Chris & Alex Vahsholtz 

15th Jeff & Lisa Bessmer 

17th Woody & Gayle Woodhouse 

19th Craig & Victoria Conley 

15th Conner Kreitzer 

 Tracie Schroeder 

 Brittany Weakley 

 David Whitson 

16th Jessica Lang 

17th Michael Davis 

 Richelle Krueger 

18th Ashley Bollinger 

 Claire Boucher 

 Grace Patton 

19th Blake Whitson 

 Garrett Whitson 

20th Carolyn Davis 

 Tim Hensley 

 Adam Thomsen 

21st Grace Anderson 

 Andrea Karcher 

 Michael McDougald 

 Tom Miller 

 Katherine Vahsholtz 

22nd Angie Childears 

 Martin Hinrichs 

23rd Kayden Barrett 

 Lynnette Bollinger 

 Vickie Price 

7th Cindy Hadicke 

 Madison Riles 

 Emily Schumann 

8th Candice Brecht 

 Leonhard Graham 

 Aaron Krause 

 Michelle Wiemers 

9th Donna Gillmore 

 Leo Rathke 

10th Linda Morgan 

 Vicki Schweinler 

11th Aaron Heil 

 Connor Hoyt 

 Greg Larson 

 Charlotte Pinick 

12th Aubrey Foye 

 Mya Key 

 Todd Vogts 

13th Nolan Heitman 

 Korbyn Jowers 

14th Cara Demler 

15th Douglas Bernhardt 

 Joshua Brecht 

 Westley Handke 

19th  Brandon & Ashley Miller 

20th Trent & Amy Olson 

21st Todd & Riley Fritch 

27th Tony & Alissa Menke 

 Terry & Karla Textor 

 Mike & Shelly Vogts 

24th Keagan Hinrichs 

25th Leo Rathke, Jr. 

26th Jim Belford 

27th Lisa Decker 

 Lacie Hamlin 

 Denise Wolford 

29th Billy Joe Douglas 

 Richard Hamlin 

30th Gregory Canales 

 Eva Hannigan 

 Jeff Illk 

2nd David & Dee Williams 

5th Ryan & Anna Carroll 

 Justin & Chrissy Farr 

7th Wayne & Tamie Vahsholtz 

9th Patrick & Jamie Granado 
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